
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
London's New Year's Day Parade and Festival will celebrate its 25th Silver Anniversary over the 
New Year period 2010/11.  London is one of the greatest cities in the world, and its New Year's 
Day Parade and Festival, as it reaches this momentous anniversary, can reflect that it is now 
firmly established as one of the world's truly great events. 
 
The route of the New Year's Day Parade in London is the famed ceremonial route which passes 
along the great thoroughfares of Piccadilly, Regent Street, and Whitehall, bypassing Piccadilly 
Circus and Trafalgar Square on its two mile path through the centre of the historic City of 
Westminster, ending in Parliament Street in the shadow of the Houses of Parliament and Big 
Ben.  The Parade is viewed by a live television audience of some 220 million people worldwide, 
whilst more than half a million spectators pack London's streets to catch a glimpse of the 
spectacular procession. 
 
The Festival Gala Concert Series has for many years been the most significant annual Festival of 
youth music in London.  Once again, in its 25th Silver Anniversary year, the Gala Concert Series 
will feature a host of splendid concerts in glittering and prestigious venues throughout central 
London.  Venues will include Westminster Central Hall, St. John's Smith Square, Southwark 
Cathedral, and the Cathedral Church of St. Augustine. 
 
Patrons of the Parade include Her Majesty The Queen's Representative to London - The Lord 
Lieutenant, The Bishop of London, The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster, The Prime Minister 
of Great Britain, and the British Minister for Culture and Heritage.  Traditionally the Ambassador 
of the United States of America has been an ardent supporter and has regularly attended the 
event along with the Ambassadors of many other countries from around the world.  The host of 
the Parade, and another of the leading Patrons along with the Lord Lieutenant, is the Right 
Worshipful the Lord Mayor of the City of Westminster, who leads all of London's Boroughs' 
Mayors' in procession.  
 
Youth Music of the World, the world's finest Performance Travel organiser, works closely with 
Parade organisers and Patrons to produce a unique and exclusive programme for participating 
musicians and performers from around the world.  The quality and educational value of the 
programme offered by Youth Music is second to none.  

 
 
 

 

 

A Message from Robert Bone, Executive Director of 
London's New Year's Day Parade and Festival 

 

 



About Us 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Londonôs New Yearôs Day Parade and Festival works in exclusive partnership with the Youth 
Music of The World Organisation for the creation and provision of the Performance Tour 
arrangements for groups appearing in the Festival.  Youth Music employs a team of dedicated 
professionals to represent the event throughout the world.  Our Senior Representatives for the 
Americas are Mr. F Powell Johann, Mr. William Northen, and Mr. Jonathan Whaley.  They are 
ably supported by a team of consultants and advisors including Mr. D. Stanley Barnes, Mr. W.L. 
Whaley, Mr Gary Locke, Mr Guy Wood, Mr Kenneth Beard, Mr Jerry Hoover, Dr. Tim 
Lautzenheiser, Dr. Paula Crider, Dr Thomas Fraschillo, and Tom Duffy. 
 
London headquarters is overseen by Executive Director, Bob Bone and Director, Geri Bone.  
Theresa Davis has the role of Director of Administration whilst the key departments of operations 
and production are controlled by Malcolm Chalk and Nick Kidd respectively.  The all important 
role of Director of Communications is fulfilled by Dan Kirkby whilst Lizzie Bone is Director of 
Publications and Mayoral Relations. 
 
Youth Music of The World is not a travel company, and no travel company can offer you 
participation in Londonôs New Yearôs Day Parade and Festival.  Participation in the event is 
strictly by the invitation of the Patrons and Organisers. You may apply for an invitation. Initial 
application should be via email to: info@londonparade.co.uk   
 
The Performance Travel programme presented by Youth Music has been very carefully prepared 
and refined over twenty four years by a supremely experienced staff.  The aim is to provide 
participants with a unique, culturally enriching, educational, and ultimately hugely enjoyable 
Performance Travel experience.  Everything that the Youth Music Organisation does is designed 
to make the Performance Travel Programme easily accessible to group leaders, by removing 
much of the administrative and organisational burden, thus allowing group leaders the opportunity 
to devote their efforts to the internal management and performance of their group.   
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The Festival Events 
 
Groups from overseas taking part in the Festival 
will be contracted to perform at either the Parade 
on New Year's Day or in one of the Festival's 
major Gala Concerts.  If groups who perform in 
the Parade wish to perform with a suitable musical 
ensemble at one of the Gala Concerts in addition 
to their Parade appearance, then, by negotiation, 
such a performance opportunity can be offered.  
Similarly if groups who are contracted to perform 
at a Gala Concert wish to present a second 
performance either with the same ensemble or a 
different ensemble at another Concert in the 
Festival series, then this too can be negotiated.  
We should stress that our Concert venues are not 
suitable for marching band performances but if 
marching bands with colour guards wish to 
present a second performance, we do have 
opportunities in our promotional lunchtime 
Concerts in outdoor venues such as Trafalgar 
Square. 
 
Those groups appearing in one of the Music for 
London Gala Concerts and other presentations 
that are part of the Festival will be performing in 
one of a number of the superb venues that stage 
festival events.  Venues will have been chosen to 
best suit the needs of each performing group.  A 
professional production team will work with each 
group to maximise the quality of the performance 
and the enjoyment derived from the performance 
by the individual performers.  On the day of the 
performance each group will be provided with 
ample rehearsal time in the Concert venue in 
which they later perform.  Each group will share a 
Concert with other performing groups and each 
individual group will receive approximately 25 
minutes of playing time.  Concerts are normally 
played to full houses and some of the Galas are 
played to audiences of invited guests including 
event Patrons and London's Mayors.  Each 
Concert performance is audio recorded.  All 
Concert performances are reviewed by an 
international panel of adjudicators but no Concerts 
are competitive.  All groups performing in our 
Concerts  receive necessary transportation to and 
from their hotels for both rehearsal and 
performance.  Every group member who is not a 
performer in the concert group will receive a 
complimentary ticket to the Concert at which their 
group performs. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Venues regularly used in the Music for London 
Gala Concerts Series include St. John Smith 
Square, Westminster Central Hall, Westminster 
Cathedral, St. Mary's Bourne Street, Whitehall 
Place, and St. Augustine's Kilburn. 
 
Those groups performing in the world's greatest 
Parade - the 25th Anniversary New Year's Day 
Parade, London, will begin the 2.2 mile Parade 
route on the grand thoroughfare of Piccadilly 
directly opposite the Ritz Hotel.  The Parade route 
passes along Piccadilly, past the Royal Academy 
and banks of specially erected grandstands, to 
Piccadilly Circus known throughout the world for 
its statue of Eros and as the centre of London's 
Theatre district.  From Piccadilly Circus the route 
will lead along Regent Street, Pall Mall, and 
Cockspur Street, before arriving in Trafalgar 
Square with its famous Nelson's Column and 
flanked by the National Gallery, and St. Martins in 
the Fields - the Queen's Parish Church.  From 
Trafalgar Square along Whitehall lined with 
Britain's great Ministries of State, past the 
Cenotaph and Downing Street, home of the British 
Prime Minister, past further ranks of specially 
erected grandstands to Parliament Square.  Here 
in the shadow of the Houses of Parliament and 
Big Ben, overlooked by the statue of Sir Winston 
Churchill, in a specially created arena in front of 
grandstands packed with dignitaries and VIPs, all 
performers will be given the opportunity of 
presenting a finalé performance both for the VIPs 
and the television cameras.  After the performance 
groups will disperse around Parliament Square.   
 
All groups performing in the Parade receive motor 
coach transportation to and from the Parade 
assembly areas and dispersal areas.    
 
 
All events in the New Year's Day Parade and 
Festival London carry the equivalent of 10 Million 
Dollars third party liability insurance.   

 

 

 

 

 



Our Service 
 
 
Our service is very special. The Performance Tour offered and provided by Youth Music 
of the World is carefully monitored and stringently checked by the Festival Patrons and 
Supporters. Youth Music is granted the right to be the exclusive Performance Tour 
Organiser because they fulfil these stringent requirements. Londonôs New Yearôs Day 
Parade and Festival is an official event of The City of Westminster and The London 
Mayors Association and one of Londonôs premier annual showcases for the world. As 
such the programme offered and provided to participating groups must be of the highest 
quality and must present London and Britain in the best and most accurate fashion 
possible.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our staff and all of our service providers are the very best in their field. Attention to detail 
is our mantra. Our Senior Representatives overseas and in London together with our 
head office staff provide a service that is second to none, but it does not end there. In 
the summer before each event we provide comprehensive site inspection tours for all 
group leaders where every facet of the performance tour programme is discussed and 
demonstrated. We produce a personal comprehensive group organiser's manual for 
each group. The manual which is a step by step guide to participation in both the event 
and performance tour is made available online with a personal access code for each 
group leader. We have pioneered the concept of each of our performing groups having a 
dedicated member of our team stay with them and óliveô each programme with their 
group as a permanent, ever present, resource. We do not believe that our quality of care 
is matched by any other organisation.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

    

  


